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Research in the Carnic Alps: Although an important late Ordovician (Hirnantian) brachiopod 

fauna has been known since the 1970s (Jaeger et al. 1975), Ordovician brachiopods have 

been generally neglected in this key peri-Gondwanan region. During a short field campaign 

during September 2008 in the Cellon area, a hitherto undocumented deep-water Foliomena 

brachiopod was collected for the first time from Katian strata in the Cellon-Alm section 

(Harper et al. 2009). This prompted a more detailed search for brachiopods in the upper 

Ordovician and further new collections are currently under investigation. A new project 

involving David Harper, Kathleen Histon and Hans Peter Schönlaub is currently tracking the 

deep-water, late Ordovician brachiopod faunas along this part of the Gondwanan margin 

through the warm global climate of the Katian into the short icehouse interval of the 

Hirnantian.   


